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Executive summary 

This deliverable outlines the procedures for the submission, storage, and management of 

anonymised data collected during Task 1.3 of the Laurel project. The document begins with 

an “Introduction to the deliverable” that explains the purpose of the deliverable and its role in 

supporting ethical, secure, and open access to research data through the Catalan Open 

Research Area. It highlights how the process aligns with Laurel’s commitment to transparency, 

open science, and compliance with General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Horizon 

Europe requirements. 

The section on the “Role of the CORA.RDR” describes this repository as the designated 

platform for preserving and sharing research datasets. Managed by the Consorci de Serveis 

Universitaris de Catalunya (CSUC), CORA.RDR provides a secure, federated environment 

that supports the FAIR principles (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable) and 

enables the long-term accessibility and reuse of Laurel’s research outputs. 

Next, the “Description of the contribution to the online repository” elaborates on the criteria 

used to select datasets for submission. It clarifies that only fully anonymised data from surveys 

and focus groups will be uploaded, ensuring legal and ethical compliance. This section also 

details the types of data deposited, including quantitative and qualitative survey data, 

qualitative focus group transcripts, and supporting documentation. The use of standard formats 

(CSV, XLSX, TXT, PDF) and metadata (DataCite schema) is also described to ensure 

accessibility and interoperability. 

The section on “Repository location: CORA.RDR and data organisation” explains how datasets 

will be hosted in the IDIBAPS section of CORA.RDR and categorised by data type and 

thematic area. Each dataset will be assigned a DOI and accompanied by detailed metadata to 

facilitate discoverability. The access and usage policies are also outlined, noting that while 

most data will be open access, some qualitative data may be subject to controlled access for 

ethical reasons. 

Finally, the “Process of uploading and managing research outputs in the repository” provides 

a step-by-step overview of the data submission workflow, from cleaning and validation by 

Panaxea to internal and external reviews prior to publication. The deliverable describes how 

this workflow ensures data quality, ethical compliance, and adherence to Laurel’s Data 

Management Plan (D6.3). The section concludes with a description of the structured review 

and approval process, which involves the FRCB-IDIBAPS research team and the Scientific 

Coordination Office at IDIBAPS. This guarantees that all published datasets meet the highest 

standards for data governance, security, and usability. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

CORA.RDR Catalan Open Research Area. Research Data Repository 

CERCA Centres de Recerca de Catalunya 

CSUC Consorci de Serveis Universitaris de Catalunya 

CSV Comma-Separated Values 

D Deliverable 

DOI Digital Object Identifier 

EOSC European Open Science Cloud 

FAIR Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable 

GDPR General Data Protection Regulation 

I-LTC Integrated Long-Term Care 

PDF Portable Document Format 

SVG Scalable Vector Graphics 

TXT Text File Document 

XLSX Office Open XML worksheet sheet 
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1 Introduction to the deliverable 

This deliverable outlines the procedures for uploading, storing, and managing the anonymised 

data collected from surveys and focus groups conducted within Task 1.3 of the Laurel project. 

The primary objective is to ensure that these datasets are securely preserved and made openly 

accessible through the CORA.RDR repository. By doing so, the project promotes 

transparency, facilitates data reuse, and adheres to ethical and legal standards, including 

compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (1) (GDPR) and Horizon Europe 

requirements (2).  

1.1 Role of the CORA.RDR 

CORA.RDR serves as the designated repository for preserving and sharing the anonymised 

datasets derived from Task 1.3 managed by the Consorci de Serveis Universitaris de 

Catalunya (CSUC). CORA.RDR is a federated and multidisciplinary data repository that 

enables Catalan universities, Catalonian research centres (CERCA), and other research 

entities to publish research datasets in accordance with FAIR principles and the guidelines of 

the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) (3). By depositing data in CORA.RDR, Laurel 

ensures that the datasets are accessible to the research community and the public, facilitating 

reuse and collaboration while maintaining high standards of data curation and preservation. 
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2 Description of the contribution to the online 
repository 

2.1 Selection criteria for data submission 

The selection criteria for determining which datasets from Task 1.3 will be uploaded to 

CORA.RDR are stringent, focusing on ethical and legal compliance. Only fully anonymised 

datasets from the surveys and focus groups conducted under Task 1.3 will be considered for 

inclusion. This ensures that all data shared publicly adhere to ethical standards and legal 

requirements. The anonymisation process involves removing any information that could 

directly or indirectly identify participants, thereby safeguarding their privacy and confidentiality. 

2.2 Types of data deposited 

The datasets deposited in CORA.RDR from Task 1.3 will encompass: 

• Quantitative data: Anonymised responses from surveys conducted across various regions, 

providing numerical insights into the characterisation of integrated long-term care (I-LTC) 

services. These datasets will be stored in formats such as CSV or XLSX, ensuring 

compatibility with common data analysis tools. 

• Qualitative data: This includes two distinct sources: 

1. Qualitative data from surveys, specifically open-ended responses provided by 

participants. These responses will be extracted and stored separately from the 

quantitative survey data to preserve the narrative context and facilitate appropriate 

qualitative analysis. 

2. De-identified transcripts from focus groups offering rich, descriptive information about 

participant experiences and perspectives related to I-LTC services.  

Survey-derived qualitative data will be stored in structured CSV or TXT formats, depending on 

the complexity of the responses. When stored as CSV, each open-ended response will be 

clearly linked to its corresponding question through column labelling, while maintaining 

participant anonymity. This approach ensures both ease of use and consistency with 

qualitative data management practices. Importantly, these qualitative responses will not be 

merged with the quantitative survey data files, but will be deposited as standalone qualitative 

datasets, grouped under survey-derived qualitative data. 

• Supporting documentation: Comprehensive documentation accompanying the datasets, 

including methodological descriptions, survey instruments and consent forms. These 
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documents will be provided in PDF format to aid in understanding the context, structure, 

and content of the datasets, thereby facilitating their reuse by other researchers. 

By depositing these types of data, Laurel aims to enhance the comprehensiveness and 

documentation of its research outputs, increasing their potential value for future research and 

policy development in the field of I-LTC. 

2.3 Data formats and metadata standards 

To ensure accessibility and interoperability, the datasets from Task 1.3 will adhere to 

standardised data formats and metadata standards: 

Data formats 

• Quantitative survey data: CSV or XLSX, facilitating ease of analysis and compatibility with 

various statistical software. 

• Qualitative survey data: Open-ended responses from surveys will be stored as separate 

qualitative datasets in either CSV or TXT format. When in CSV, each response will be 

organised by survey question and anonymised respondent, enabling structured qualitative 

analysis while maintaining clarity and traceability. 

• Qualitative data from focus groups: TXT or CSV, ensuring straightforward readability and 

usability for qualitative analysis. 

• Documentation: PDF, providing a universally accessible format for textual documents. 

Metadata standards 

Each dataset will be accompanied by detailed metadata following the DataCite Metadata 

Schema1 (4). This metadata will include information such as the title, creators, description, 

keywords, subject, and licensing. By adhering to these standards, the datasets will be 

discoverable and interoperable with other data repositories and platforms, enhancing their 

visibility and utility within the research community. 

 
1  A list of core metadata properties chosen for an accurate and consistent identification of a resource for citation and retrieval 

purposes, along with recommended use instructions 
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3 Repository location: CORA.RDR and data 
organisation 

3.1 CORA.RDR: The repository for case studies  

The research outputs from Task 1.3 will be stored in CORA.RDR under the section designated 

for IDIBAPS (Institut d'Investigacions Biomèdiques August Pi i Sunyer). This placement within 

CORA.RDR ensures that the datasets are associated with the relevant institutional context, 

facilitating proper organisation. By housing the data within the IDIBAPS section, Laurel 

leverages the repository's infrastructure to provide secure, long-term storage and open access 

to the research outputs, aligning with the project's commitment to data sharing and 

transparency. 

3.2 Structure in CORA.RDR 

The organisation of the research data within the IDIBAPS section of CORA.RDR will be 

carefully structured to enhance usability and discoverability. The datasets will be categorised 

based on the type of data (quantitative and qualitative survey data or qualitative focus group 

data) and further organised by thematic areas, as applicable. Each dataset will be assigned a 

unique Digital Object Identifier (DOI), ensuring persistent and citable referencing. 

Accompanying metadata will provide detailed descriptions, including information on the 

dataset's content, and any relevant contextual details.  

3.3 Access and usage policies 

The datasets collected in Task 1.3 and stored in CORA.RDR will generally be made available 

under open access policies, promoting widespread dissemination and reuse of the research 

outputs. However, certain data, particularly those containing sensitive qualitative data, may be 

subject to controlled access to ensure compliance with ethical and legal standards. In such 

cases, access restrictions will be clearly specified in the metadata, and users may be required 

to agree to specific terms of use or obtain approval before accessing the data. For detailed 

information on data access and usage policies, please refer to Deliverable 6.3, which outlines 

the Laurel project's Data Management Plan. 

The anonymised datasets derived from Task 1.3 are available through the CORA.RDR 

repository and can be accessed under the IDIBAPS section using the following persistent 

identifiers (DOIs): 

 



  

Laurel_D1.3_ContributionOfCaseStudies_3.0_Final_FRCB-IDIBAPS Page 10 of 13 

• Quantitative survey dataset: [DOI or hyperlink] 

• Qualitative survey data and focus group transcripts: [DOI or hyperlink] 

• Supporting documentation: [DOI or hyperlink] 

These records are openly accessible and have been published in accordance with the access 

and usage policies described above. All datasets are licenced under the Creative Commons 

Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) licence, which allows for sharing and adaptation, 

provided appropriate credit is given. 

This choice complies with the principle outlined in D6.3 — “as open as possible, as closed as 

necessary”. While the use of a Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication (CC 0) or 

equivalent rights is encouraged where full openness is feasible, CC BY has been selected in 

this case to ensure open access while maintaining attribution to data creators, which is 

considered necessary for this project. 
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4 Process of uploading and managing research 
outputs in the repository 

4.1 Steps for data submission 

The submission of datasets from Task 1.3 to CORA.RDR will follow a systematic process to 

ensure data quality, integrity, and compliance with ethical standards: 

1.  Data cleaning and validation: Project partner Panaxea will conduct a thorough cleaning 

and validation of the collected data, ensuring that all datasets are accurate, complete, and 

fully anonymised.  

2.  Metadata preparation: Detailed metadata will be prepared by the FRCB-IDIBAPS team for 

each dataset, adhering to the DataCite Metadata Schema (4). This metadata will provide 

comprehensive information about the dataset, facilitating its discoverability and proper use 

by other researchers. 

3.  Internal review: Once the data and metadata are ready, the FRCB-IDIBAPS research team 

will conduct an internal review to verify that the datasets meet the necessary quality 

standards and ethical requirements. This includes checking the completeness of 

anonymisation, the clarity of accompanying documentation, and the consistency of 

metadata entries. 

4.  External validation: After internal approval, the dataset will be submitted to the Scientific 

Coordination Office at IDIBAPS for an independent final validation. This review will ensure 

compliance with the Data Management Plan, including GDPR alignment, completeness of 

metadata, and proper application of licensing terms. 

5.  Submission to CORA.RDR: Following the internal review, the datasets will be uploaded to 

the CORA.RDR platform under the IDIBAPS section. Each dataset will be deposited 

alongside its metadata and relevant documentation, and will be assigned a DOI to ensure 

long-term traceability and citability. 

6.  Final repository validation: The CORA.RDR team will carry out a final check before 

publication. This validation step ensures compliance with repository standards and 

confirms that all metadata and files meet technical and ethical criteria. 

This six-step workflow guarantees that all data shared through CORA.RDR is curated to a high 

standard, accessible, and ethically sound. 

4.2 Compliance with the Laurel Data Management Plan 

The entire repository submission process aligns with the principles and procedures set out in 

Laurel’s Data Management Plan (D6.3). In particular, the following elements are respected: 
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• GDPR compliance: In accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation, only 

personal data strictly necessary to carry out Laurel’s activities is collected. Furthermore, all 

personal data gathered during fieldwork is anonymised prior to publication.  

• Ethical safeguards: The project follows established ethical protocols for data collection, 

consent, storage, and sharing. Consent forms used during data collection explicitly 

addressed future use and publication of anonymised data. 

• Licensing and reuse: Datasets will be published under open licences clearly stating the 

conditions under which they can be reused. This ensures alignment with Horizon Europe’s 

open science policy and enhances the potential for impact and reuse. 

Through this adherence, Laurel supports responsible data sharing while safeguarding 

participant rights and fostering transparency across all project activities. 
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